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Cabinet colleagues, particularly those from the Treasury,
ahead of the Budget, so that we can get the green
growth research and development that we need to make
Britain strong again?

Penny Mordaunt: [ am sure that the hon. Gentleman
has already raised that with the Chancellor but—belt
and braces—I shall make sure that the Chancellor has
heard him.

James Sunderland (Bracknell) (Con): I was thrilled to
see in the written ministerial statement that the Office
for Veterans’ Affairs and the Ministry of Defence have
jointly agreed to initiate a review into the outputs of
Veterans UK. I place on the record my thanks to all
Members who supported the survey of the all-party
parliamentary group on veterans, including the hon.
Members for Barnsley East (Stephanie Peacock) and
for Barnsley Central (Dan Jarvis), who are both here.
May I also thank the Leader of the House for her support
for that work, as well as the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs,
my right hon. Friend the Member for Plymouth, Moor
View (Johnny Mercer), who has done some outstanding
work on this? The review is a great step forward for our
veterans, and I look forward to seeing what it has to say.

Penny Mordaunt: May I thank the hon. Gentleman
for the work that he and his APPG have done? The
survey had a good response, and it is welcome that it
focused on all sorts of experiences, particularly the
financial concerns that veterans have. I am glad that he
has got his praise of the Office for Veterans’ Affairs and
the MOD on the record. This is a step forward: we must
ensure that everyone who has served this country is
taken care of by this country.

Martin Docherty-Hughes (West Dunbartonshire) (SNP):
While we are celebrating, I welcome the Leader of the
House to the twenty-thirties. Will she join me in
congratulating Historic Environment Scotland on its
announcement of the opening of more than 30 historic
and ancient sites in Scotland—notably, the ancient
Dumbarton Castle in my constituency—that have been
closed owing to the impact of climate change? Can we
have a debate about the impact of climate change on
our historic environment and on how we can work together
across these islands to maintain that historic environment
for future generations?

Penny Mordaunt: | thank the hon. Gentleman for raising
this issue and for his kind remarks about my imminent
birthday. He will know how to apply for a debate in the
usual way, but I shall also make sure the Secretary of
State has heard what he said.

James Daly (Bury North) (Con): Following the question
asked by my hon. Friend the Member for South Basildon
and East Thurrock (Stephen Metcalfe), will the Leader
of the House make time for a debate on clean air
charging zones? Parliament must not allow regional
Mayors in areas such as Greater Manchester to impose
excessive, economically damaging taxation on hard-working
people during a cost of living crisis. The clean air zone
in Greater Manchester and the ULEZ in London are a
tax on jobs and aspiration and clearly not fit for purpose.
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Penny Mordaunt: My hon. Friend is absolutely right.
The focus of this and the reason it is a difficult issue is
that we want to make progress on the environment, and
we want people to be healthy, but that cannot be done
through revenue raising exercises or clobbering households,
tradesmen and businesses, which we know is happening.
We need innovation and smart policies that allow the
acceleration to take up new technologies or buy more
recent vehicles, and one way we can do that is allowing
businesses to have enough liquidity to invest in this new
technology. Taking money off them is not the answer.

Stephanie Peacock (Barnsley East) (Lab): Following
the question from the hon. Member for Bracknell (James
Sunderland), I also warmly welcome the Government’s
statement today on welfare services for veterans in
response to our APPG’s veterans survey. Can we have
clarification on whether the review will independently
analyse the armed forces compensation scheme and war
pensions processes? Will the Leader of the House facilitate
the meeting promised to me and members of the all-party
group at the previous Defence questions?

Penny Mordaunt: I thank the hon. Lady for demonstrating
the cross-party support that there is to look after our
veterans. I shall certainly raise this with the MOD and
the Office for Veterans’ Affairs. My understanding is
that it is, but I shall confirm that.

Mark Fletcher (Bolsover) (Con): Many of my constituents
agreed to have a smart meter installed to receive data on
real-time energy usage, which a growing number of
people rely on to ensure they can effectively budget and
find ways to reduce their energy bills, but British Gas
only provides a 12-month warranty on its smart meter
monitors, and if they break after that, customers cannot
even pay to have a new monitor installed. British Gas
claims that this is not a problem because people can
access the data online or via a smartphone. However, as
we know, many of our constituents are unable to use a
computer or do not have a computer or a smartphone.
Clearly, these people are being let down by their energy
supplier, and they are struggling to budget for their bills.
Will my right hon. Friend find time for a debate on
increasing the statutory minimum period during which
energy firms must provide technical support for this
technology, so that my constituents can trust that they
can rely on a smart meter for more than 12 months?

Penny Mordaunt: I thank my hon. Friend for shining
a spotlight on this. This situation is completely nuts. We
have made huge efforts to get people on to smart meters,
with all the benefits that it might bring them, and then
they are unable to continue using them and have to take
manual readings—it is an insane situation. He is right
to point out that the legislation covers the first 12 months,
but we have reserved the right to introduce further
legislation if required. I sincerely hope that that will not
be necessary, and 1 urge British Gas and other such
companies to think about the service they are giving their
customers, particularly those who have mobility issues
and who do not have access to the internet. This is an
easy thing to sort out, and they damn well should.

Clive Efford (Eltham) (Lab): If the Leader of the
House was in the Chamber just before the start of
business questions, she will have heard me raise a point



